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CONSIDERATIONS 
HUMBLY OFFERED 
Houſe of Commons, 


PARLIAMENT, 


CONCERNING 


PROHIBITING the Exportation of WOOLL. 


Am againſt an abſolute or unlimited Exportation of WOOLL as much 
as any Perſon whatſoever, but then there ought to be found out a 
way for a full Conſumption of it within our Rlyes, or elſe, 

I. Firſt, Let it be conſidered, whether the making of fuch ah A& of 


Parliament 2x ſhall and will inevitably occafion the Fall of RENTS 
of moſt of the Gentlemen's and Free-holder's Eſtates all over England (thoſe 


of the 1I:land Counties as well as others) only to gratify Three or Four 
Hundred particular Perfens of the Hamborrow-Company, Eaſt-India-Com- 
pany, ©c. Let all the Members of the 1zlazd Counties, and others, I ſay, 
conlider, Whether ſuch an Ac can be for the General and Publick Good of 
the Kingdom ? | 

Il. Then Conſider, If when the Price of our W O O. LL was bronght down 
from Twelve Pence a Pound to Nine Pence and Eight Pence a Pound, your 
RENTS did then fall a Quarter part, whether your RENTS will not 
proportionably fall, if you bring W O O LL from Eight Pence to Four Pence 
a Pound, that is half in half, (or proportionably, be it what it will ;) fo as 
that ſeveral Gentlemen, who are now worth Four Hundred Pound per Arm, 
(and Twenty years ago were worth Five or Six Hundred Pound per Arie) 
in good Land, may not be worth in Two or Three Years time above Two 
Hundred and Fifty or Three Hundred Pound per Aznnum, and only by the 
fall of their R E N T'S, without any thing of bad Husbandry, but occaſioned 
by your AZ. TP 

How ſich a general loſs of the real value of our Eftates ſhould be for the 
common Good of the Kingdom, I know not, except you will ſay {relard is in a 
better condition, and able to bear greater Taxes than Exgland, becauſe Land is 
as vet bur of half the value there that it is here, and therefore that you would 
bring your Lznds down to be only equal in value to thoſe in Trelaud; Pb 

III. Conſider, Whether upon all. exergent occaſions and necefiitics of the 
Government, you do. not conltantly fly to a Land-Tax, as the moſt ſure and 
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certain to preſerve the King and Kingdom ; How canit be the Intereſt of Eng- 
land then to pull down and fink our own RENTS thus ? Can we (either 
Lendord or Tenant) bear and pay as much out of Two Hindted or Twb 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds a Year, as we can out of Four or Five Hundred 
Pounds, proportionably to what it falls, it will hold, be it what it will. 

When that Eſtate of ours which brought us in Six Hundred Pounds a Year, 
will now bring us in but Four Hundred Pounds a Year, and ſometimes hard! 
that, don't we pay a Tax with a tr any in the fall of our RENTS? 

IV. Confider, That if the PARLIAMENT do not take ſome care, 
or make ſome Proviſion in their AF, for the better Conſumption of WOOLL, 
you mult needs lower and fall the Price of all your WOOL! thereby, 

Firſt, We have ſeen and found this by Experience, ever fince the Prohibi- 
tion, all the time of Charles the Il. and James the II. it bath continued Falling 
more and more every Year- 

Secondly, It ſtands to Reaſon, for if any way or method of the Vexdirg or 
Conſumption be ſtopp'd or obſtructed, and no other way S»bſtituted in the room 
thereof, that ſhall make away with as much, it muſt neceſjarily /ower the Price. 

And who is it that gets by this lowering of the Price of V OOLL? Cer- 
tainly you will all ſay, not the Landlord nor the Tenant, no nor yet the Carder, 
the Spinner, nor the Worker, the Clothier nor the Dyer, for they arc forc'd to 
ſell their Clothes /ow accordingly to them that Buy them 5 Who then ? Chiefly 
a few FaFors and particular Perſons of the Hamborrow-Company and other 
Companies, who do and will beat down the Prices of our Cloth here at home, 
and Buy it at the loweſt Rates, (nay, and under the Rate that the ClotEzer can 
many times well afford it) and then ſell it beyond Sea at their own Rates 5 and 
thus, this which the whole Conntrey loſes, they put into their own private 
Pockets. 

Let them keep up a moderate Price for our Cloth here, and that will keep 
up the Price of our JYOOLL., and then they need not tear the Exporting of it , 


For if we could have a reaſonable Price for it here, with our az ard, 1o as to 
pay our RENTS, none would be ſo fooliſh or mad, to venture their Necks to 


Tranſport it: Bur it is the meceſſzty that is put upon them, that now entorces 
them to it, when the Clothier will or can not Buy their WOOLL, at ſuch an 
indifferent Rate as will enable them to Pay their Lar:dlords, becauſe the cun- 
ning BUYERS of our Cloth endeavour ſtill to beat down the Prices at home. 

V. Therefore I inquire, and let it be Conſidered, in ſuch a Caſe, what ſhall 
the COUNTREY do, or what would yox have them do with the ozer-plus of 
their WOOLL, (who at this time have Two Years WOOLL lying on their 
hands) which our own Clothiers are not able or willing to Bxy at ſuch rea- 
ſonable Rates as aforeſaid ? 

VI. Let it be confidered, Whether it can be for the Intereſt of Exgland, 
when we have more WOOLL of our own, than we car or at leaſt do con- 
ſame in ManufaCtures, to ſuffer the Importation of great quantities of Iriſh 
WOOLL, which alſo helps to bring down the Prices of our own ; and 'tis cer- 
tain that they have all along for theſe many Years brought in great Quantities 
of Iriſh WOOLL into London, Barnſtable, and other places in the Weſt, which 
ſerves every jot as well as our own WOOLL for their uſe 3 muſt not that 
then hinder the Corſumption of ſo many Pounds of our own WOOLL, and that 
being ſo much cheaper than ours, bring down the Price of oxrs ? 

VII. Let it be conſidered, Whether the lowneſs of the Price of our WOOLL, 
hath not fome irfluence on the lowneſs of the price of Corr ? and ſo conſe- 
quently doth affe& ail the Lands of Ezgland : It 1s moſt certain it does, which 
1s eaſily demonſtrated ; for when WOOLL is low,and bears bur a ſmall price,ſo 
that the Terart cannot live and raiſe his RENT by that, then he turns more 
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to Tillage, breaks up and ſfowes more Land, which brings down the Price of 
Corn; but it WOOLL bears a good Price, then they will run more into breed- 
ing Sheep and Graſing, and ſo let more of their Land ly, till Corr grows ſo 
dear again , as ſufficient to anlwer the honeſt Husband-man's Labour and 
Charge, which now 1t 15 not. | 

Therefore to keep up the Price of our WOOLL, is one certain way to 
keep up the Prices of our Corr 3 and how zeceſſary that is, you are all ſenſible, 
by making ſo niany A&s for the Exportation of it. 


Thas then upon the whole, let it be duly Conſidered whether it is fot moſt adviſable, 

I; Either that the PARLIAMENT ſhonld ſet or fix, from - time to 
time, ſuch reaſonable Price or Prices upon WOOLL, as ſhall be thought in- 
different and convenient betwixt Buyer and Seller, Landlord and Tenant, and 
continue an abſolute Prohibition, as now it 1s, for Three Years ; I dare ſa 
leſs WOOLL will be Exported then, than hath been for many Years before, 
notwithſtanding the late Prohibition, and that the higher the Price is put on it, 
the higher it will advance the Price of Corz, both which are now fo low, and 
have been for ſome time, that fare ſenſible, Farmers are not able long to 
hold it at thoſe Rates, much leſs pay Taxes. 

Il. Or that the Parliament mike the Prohibition conditional, as it is for 
Wheat, &c. (though Bread is the ſtaff of the Poor and all Mens Lives,) viz. 
when it is not above ſuch or ſuch a Price at the place of Exportation, or at 
London, (to be duly certified) then to be Exported, and not elſe. Nay, Fur- 
ther, That the Prohibition may be made abſolute for Six or Seven Months in the 
Year, as from the Firſt of May or Fane to the Firſt of December, or more, 
That no WOOLL ſhall be Exported within thoſe Months (upon the ſevereſt 
Penalties that can be invented) that ſo our owe people ſhall and may have the 
opportunity and benefit of pre-emptior 1f they pleaſe 3 and this way I con- 


ceive > will be leſs WOOLL openly Tranſported, than is now done ſecretly 
by ſtealth. 

F. Or that the Parliament dire&t Work-houſes to be ſet up in ev'ry Market- 
Tows in Exeland,for the working out of all our WOOLL, with ſiich Reglari- 
0115 as {hall be thought fit, which might be ſo conſtituted, as in ſome meaſirre to 
eaſe the burthenſomePariſh-Charge of thePoor,which begins to grow too heavy 
tor us to bear already in many places 3 or dire& ſome other way for the Buying 
up, deſtroying or conſumption of it at home by Sumptuary Laws, ordering ſuch 
and ſuch Degrees of Men and Women to wear only our Woollex Manufattures,@>c 

IV. Or that the Parhament give free liberty to all Perſons (being our own 
Free-born Subjects) to Export our own Woollexz ManufaCtures to any part or 
places beyond. the Seas whatever 3 and that the ſeveral Companies be Regu- 
lated,as to the Trade in Woollen Manufattures and their Exporting our Bullior, 
and alſo as to what Goods they Import, which hinders the Conſumption of our 
own Manufactures at home. 

V. And that they Prohibit the Importation of Irjſþ WOOLL, as ſtrialy 
in all reſpects as they Prohibit the Exportation of our ewz ; or elſe that Ire- 
land be prevented as ſtrifly from Exporting any of their WOOLL into 
France, Flanders, Holland, or any other Foreign Parts, as well as we are pre- 
vented : For there's no Reaſon we ſhould impoveriſh our ſelves, and the 
greateſt part of the. Nation, to make the Ir; in general Rich, or ſome pri- 
vate Perſons and particular Companies of our own, to the prejudice and 
dammage of Five Hundred times as many. 

I know nothing can hardly be Propoſed, which -may not be attended with 
ſome Inconveniency, (and we owe molt of it to the making of the unfortu- 
nate Jriſþ A&,) but that which we ought now to conſider, is, which will be 
the Jeſs, and the greater Inconveniency:; 


ES 


- I knowalſo there are two vulgar Obje&ions, to this, commonly made z but if 
they be throughly and rightly conſidered, are very ſzzall, or indeed no Ob- 


je@ions at all. 


_ Obje&. I. That this will be a great loſs and hinderance to the ſetting our own 
Poor at Work. 


Anſwer. It can be no loſs at all, for whether the Price of WVOOLL be at 
Ten Pence, Eight Pence, or Six P<cnce a Pound, the Work of the Poor is 


all one and the ſame about 1t,nerther more nor leſs, nor have they more or leſs 
for it, and now much 1s ſtole: over,which they do not Work out at all 3 which 
if a good Price was fixed onit , would remain here to be work'd out. 

But I will make it apparent, that this 1s meerly a bare Pretence in .} eſe ObjeFors, more 
than any thing elſe. ;: 

1. Then ler it be conſidered, Why the Hamborrow-Company ſend over ſo many Fhite 
Clothes, to the great lols and hinderance of the Poor Dyers here ? 

2. Bur if they indeed Conſult the good of the Poor, why do the Eaſt. India Company 
import ſo many FR OUGHT Indian Silks, to the prejudice and hinderance ©} { many 
Thouſand Silk-Weavers of our own ? and why do they, (or are they ſuffered to) \mport 
many other ſuch Goods as hinder the Sale of our Own ManufaCtures both at home and ab ad ? 

2- And why do the French Merchants Import (awaih by ſtealth, as well as othcrwile) {> great 
quantities of Wreughr Silks from France, (and *ris no ſmall ſhame, as well as loſs ro the K'ng- 
dom in general, they are ſuffered to Import ſo much any ways) both to the over ballancing 
of their Os Trade with France , and to the great prejudice, damage, and impo- 
veriſhing of Ten Thouſand of poor Weavers, and Others of our # cor, tha! might: berm- 
ployed in working and making the ſame $/k ManufaQtures here at home ? And thus many, 
Thouſands more of our Poor might be ſet to Work than now are by them. 

Beſides, if theſe Objetors were in good earneſt for the good of the Poor why do they not 
Buy up all our #OOLL, (and net put any for want of vent,upen a nec} v of Exporting any 
of it) and ſo imploy More of our Poor ; but inſtead of that, they leave a Ycar or 'T'wo Years 
WOOLL vupon our hands, and let the Poor want ſo much Imploymenr. 

Objedt. II. That then they beyond Sea, if they hawe our WOOLL. woula make Cluth, and 
ander-ſell us at our Markets, and ſo we ſhould loſe the whole Manufattury, 

Anſwer. This Objetiion doth indeed-concern ſuch as were the firſt makers of the Iriſh 
A , and Prohibited the bringing in of /ve Sheep from Ireland with their WOOLL on 
their backs, into England, whereby their /OOLL became our own growrh ; but now 
it can have no weight with us, fo long as they beyond Sea have had, and can have 
I/OOLL from Ireland, which is as good as ours z beſides from Spain, which is betrer. 

Therefore, ſo long as they have Ir-ſþ WOOLL ata much cheaper Rate than ours, 
they wright under-fell us, though thev had not a Pound of ours. And the Ir; (ſince 
the Iriſh AX) have ſer up Wodlles Manufacturies, and can and will ſerve Foreign Mar- 
kets cheaper than us, let us now do what we can. 

Thus thin , unleſs you', or thoſe that make the Objeft;on, can Buy up or 
Deſtroy ali the W OOLL of the growth of Irelawd, the Objeftion proves altoge- 
ther inſignificant; Certainly we ought not be ſo weak to deſtroy our ſelves, andler 
Ireland have lib-r:y to advance it ſelf, that they may make the beſt of their Market 
for their Growth, whilſt we Prohibit and Retrench our ws; giving them leave to 
ſupply choſ- AMrkets, that We our ſelves might and formerly did ; and ſo we wiſely 
raiſe the Reats of Lands 1n Ireland,and fall our own, which certainly (one would think) 

canno' ſure well with our right Policy, or true Wiſdom for the Publick Good. 

Beſides,there may be ſuch a Toll and Cuſtom put upon all ſuch Y/OOLL, as ſhall happen 
ſo to be Exported, as ſhall render it ſo dear ro them beyond Sea, that they ſhall never 
be able ro under-ſell us at our Markets ; whereas now the Price of /OOLL is ſo low 
here, ?tis certain that it cauſes ſuch as ſteal it over, to ſell it ſo much the /ower 10 them 
in Frence, than they would do, if it did bear a good price here at home, 

So thar, I ſay, it will be found by experience, the lowering the Price of OOLL ſo 
rauch here, does certainly cauſe ſo much the wore WOOLL to be ſtollen over, or 
Tranſported, notwirhſtanding all the Prohibitions that ever can be made, 

The Concluſion of all is this, Let there be ſome way found out for a full Con/axption 
at home, and then let not a lock of #OOLL be Exported ; other wife, without thar,ic 
will prove unreaſonable, ir will fall our RENTS, and never will have the defired Effect. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to the mature Con{iderx jon of 
This Honourable HO U SE. 
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